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2022 Application Information


A complete application includes: 
· Online application form
· Two letters of recommendation
· Family income verification (most recent tax returns)
· High school transcript 

Gather the following information before you begin the online application:

Family Background and Financial Information
· Names and ages of all members of your household and of your siblings
· Financial information of your parent(s) or guardian(s). Specifically, you will need to provide your family’s Adjusted Gross Income which is line 37 on the IRS Form 1040. For self-employed parents, you will also need to submit Schedule C of IRS Form 1040. If parents are exempt from filing taxes, you will have an opportunity to indicate why. You will also need to indicate if your family receives child support, alimony or social security income. You will need to upload the first page of your parents tax return showing Adjusted Gross Income to the online application.
· Parent or Guardian’s educational background (highest level of formal education achieved).

Your Experience
· Your current employment information
· Your involvement in high school and community activities such as clubs, sports, volunteer service, performance, church or tribal activities.
· Your high school honors and awards

Residency Status
· You will be asked to verify US Citizenship or your status as a Permanent Legal Resident. If you are a Permanent Legal Resident, you will be asked to provide your Alien Registration Number (also referred to as A-Number or USCIS #, an 8 or 9 digit number that can be found on your Permanent Resident or “Green” card). 

Essay Responses
· Although your essay responses can be typed directly into the application, we suggest that you create your own responses in a separate document and then copy and paste them into the online application. This will allow you to check your word count and spelling. Please see the attached short-answer essays.




SHORT-ANSWER ESSAYS

As we consider your New Mexico Simon Scholars application, we value your reflections on your strengths and struggles, perspectives and experiences. Please respond to the following essay questions. Your responses should be approximately 500 words each and in essay format, not bullet points. You will want to compose and save your essay responses so that you can copy and paste them into the online application.


1. Briefly share with us a challenge you have faced and the ways in which you worked through this.  What internal strengths or external resources helped you overcome this challenge?  What did you learn from this experience?

2. What are your goals and aspirations for the future, and how would participation in the Simon Scholars Program help you reach these goals?

3. Our scholars share a common dedication to performing well in school and earning a college degree.  Aside from this, tell us what you are most passionate about.  This may include an activity, a hobby, a goal, a cause, a belief…

*Optional: Please share anything that will help us better understand your life circumstances, living situation and/or academic performance.





Recommendation Request Form
Thank you for agreeing to serve as a recommender in support of this student’s application for the New Mexico Simon Scholars Program. Our program supports students who demonstrate resilience in the face of economic and life challenges. Our scholars, who are among the first in their family to pursue a college education, embody determination, persistence, optimism, gratitude and enthusiasm. Or community of scholars view higher education as a pathway to a successful and fulfilling life. Together we work to carve pathways to holistic success for students, families, staff and the program itself.  
The New Mexico Simon Scholars Program is highly selective and your letter of recommendation is an important component of our selection process. To the best of your ability, please describe what makes this student a strong candidate for our program. Also, please include:
· Your name, title, and relationship to the applicant
· How well and how long you have known the applicant
· Contact information (phone/email) in the event that we need to contact you for additional information.
Please submit your Letter of Recommendation no later than February 25, 2022.
The information below is meant to provide you with an overview of the applicants personal, academic, and extra-curricular profile. Please take this into consideration as you compose the letter of recommendation. Please visit www.nmsimonscholars.org for more information about our program.

Applicant Information
Applicant Name: 	_________________________________________________________________
Applicant High School: 	_________________________________________________________________
Why I want to be a New Mexico Simon Scholar:
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


Recommendation Request Form, continued
Personal Goals:
_____________________________________________________________________________________

College and Career Goals:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Relevant family history:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Three words that best describe me:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Additional information that is important for you to know about me:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________


Recommendation Request Form 
Thank you for agreeing to serve as a recommender in support of this student’s application for the New Mexico Simon Scholars Program. Our program supports students who demonstrate resilience in the face of economic and life challenges. Our scholars, who are among the first in their family to pursue a college education, embody determination, persistence, optimism, gratitude and enthusiasm. Or community of scholars view higher education as a pathway to a successful and fulfilling life. Together we work to carve pathways to holistic success for students, families, staff and the program itself.  
The New Mexico Simon Scholars Program is highly selective and your letter of recommendation is an important component of our selection process. To the best of your ability, please describe what makes this student a strong candidate for our program. Also, please include:
· Your name, title, and relationship to the applicant
· How well and how long you have known the applicant
· Contact information (phone/email) in the event that we need to contact you for additional information.
Please submit your Letter of Recommendation no later than February 25, 2022 
The information below is meant to provide you with an overview of the applicants personal, academic, and extra-curricular profile. Please take this into consideration as you compose the letter of recommendation. Please visit www.nmsimonscholars.org for more information about our program.

Applicant Information
Applicant Name: 	_________________________________________________________________
Applicant High School: 	_________________________________________________________________
Why I want to be a New Mexico Simon Scholar:
_____________________________________________________________________________________


Recommendation Request Form, continued
Personal Goals:
_____________________________________________________________________________________

College and Career Goals:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Relevant family history:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Three words that best describe me:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Additional information that is important for you to know about me:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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